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RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENT OF CAROL DUMAINE

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the accomplishment of Mr.
David Williams of Arlington, Virginia and a
proud member of our civil service. Mr. Wil-
liams revamped outreach efforts for the
Earned Income Tax Credit, helping hundreds
of thousands of additional Americans receive
vital benefits, and oversaw the Telephone Ex-
cise Tax Refund—the largest one-time tax re-
fund in history.

The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is
widely recognized as our Federal govern-
ment’'s most effective anti-poverty program.
Despite the program’s overall success, studies
revealed an erroneous payment rate of rough-
ly 25 percent, and millions of eligible workers
were not claiming the credit. David Williams,
who heads the EITC office at the Internal Rev-
enue Service, led the effort to revamp the pro-
gram. Thanks to his leadership, as many as
500,000 more people each year are receiving
vital benefits.

Today, under Mr. Williams’ leadership, the
IRS works with more than 150 nonprofit and
community-based organizations to host EITC
awareness events in more than 50 cities, cre-
ating volunteer tax assistance sites at banks,
businesses and community centers. He also
used news conferences and local media to
help drive people to seek out this assistance.

In just 1 year, more than 2 million tax re-
turns were prepared at these volunteer tax as-
sistance sites. The tax credits low-income
working Americans receive help them cover
the essential costs they face every day—from
child care to fixing the car. One person who
attended a workshop reported that the tax
credit helped her go from being an apartment
renter to a homeowner. Since David Williams
launched these new outreach efforts, the num-
ber of eligible taxpayers receiving the credit
has increased by 500,000 people a year, and
last year, more than 22 million people re-
ceived $41 billion in EITC payments.

As a senior official at the IRS, it would be
easy to think of David Williams as a numbers
guy. But his people skills, strategic approach
and ability to lead diverse groups to achieve
shared public policy goals have distinguished
him as one of our government’s most out-
standing employees and have helped him
positively affect the lives of millions of Ameri-
cans.

Madam Speaker, | commend Mr. Williams
for his leadership, and | am proud to have him
live in Virginia’s 8th Congressional District as
he contributes to the greatest civil service in
the world. | wish him all the best in his future
endeavors.
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HONORING WILLIAM “BILL’ CLIF-
TON FRANCE, FORMER PRESI-
DENT, CEO AND CHAIRMAN OF
NASCAR

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Ms. CASTOR. Madam Speaker, | am
pleased today to introduce a resolution hon-
oring the esteemed former President, CEO,
and Chairman of NASCAR, William “Bill” Clif-
ton France, Jr. Sadly, Bill France passed away
June 4 after an extended illness. Bill was well
known in Florida, leading NASCAR for 31
years before retiring in 2003. He was, like his
father, “Big Bill,” a giant in the racing world.
He was also a super citizen whose interests
and influence went well beyond the racing
world. Bill lived life to the fullest and will be re-
membered with both admiration and fondness.

Today, the Daytona International Speedway
is a landmark in the international motorsports
community. However, when the France family
settled in Daytona Beach, Florida, in 1934, the
track was nothing but packed sand. Bill’'s fa-
ther, William H.G. France, was known for his
innovative perspectives and entrepreneurial
skills in building the legacy that is the Daytona
International Speedway. Bill Jr. took the same
business savvy his father exhibited, and made
NASCAR the legend it is today.

As President, CEO, and Chairman of
NASCAR, Bill France transformed the Inter-
national Speedway Corporation (ISC) into the
third ranked professional sports entity on tele-
vision. His leadership led the ISC to promote
more than 100 annual racing events, own and/
or operate thirteen of the Nation’s major mo-
torsports entertainment facilities, and own and
operate MRN Radio, the Nation’s largest inde-
pendent sports radio network. In addition to
his business achievements, the philanthropic
initiative of Bill France and the France family
founded the NASCAR Foundation Family of
Charities, a group of more than 30 organiza-
tions that supports children’s programs, animal
welfare and conservation.

| know his wife, Betty Jane, and his children
Brian and Lesa and their children, will miss
him terribly. | know, also, that they are proud
of the contributions Bill made to make motor-
sports not only a successful venture in Florida,
but around the world. | am proud to pay tribute
to Bill France, his numerous accomplishments,
and his dedication to the Florida community
and the motorsports industry.

—

PAYING TRIBUTE TO BRIGADIER
GENERAL JAMES C. HALL

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Brigadier General James
C. Hall, Colorado National Guard (Retired).

James C. Hall was born into a coal mining
family with 10 children in Wilkinsburg, Penn-
sylvania on April 14, 1926. He is the youngest
son and followed in the footsteps of five of his
older brothers when he joined the Army during
World War Il at age 17. He served as an air-
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borne radio operator and later a flight engineer
throughout his service in the Pacific theater.
After returning from World War II, Mr. Hall re-
enlisted in the Army Air Corps and was award-
ed a direct commission into the new United
States Air Force. Mr. Hall received his Bach-
elor's degree from the University of New Mex-
ico and is a graduate of the Army Parachute
School at Fort Benning, GA, the Advanced
School at Fort Bragg, NC, and U.S. Forest
Service Smoke Jumper’s School.

Throughout 36 years of military service and
the rest of his civilian life, he became a pio-
neer in parachuting. Mr. Hall is a Master Para-
chutist with more than 1800 jumps. He started
the parachuting program at the United States
Air Force Academy which is the safest pro-
gram of all similar service schools. In 1959 Mr.
Hall and a partner organized the first profes-
sional parachuting firm in the world which led
to many innovative advances in its field. His
hit television show “Ripcord” has been noted
as starting the modern conception of para-
chuting as a sport. He pioneered the “Buddy
System” for free falling and the “4-line-cut” for
emergencies in parachuting. Mr. Hall has been
honored and cited numerous times. He has re-
ceived such accolades as the AFA Medal of
Merit, the Citation of Honor for his MIA/POW
program, the Exceptional Service Plaque, the
AFA Presidential citation, the Colorado Man of
the Year, Leo Stevens Parachute medal, and
the Colorado Meritorious Service Medal. As a
founding member of Colorado’s Wright Broth-
ers Memorial foundation, he was inducted into
the Colorado Aviation Hall of Fame in 1985.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor Briga-
dier General James C. Hall. | thank him for his
honorable service to our country.

——————

NICS IMPROVEMENT
AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 13, 2007

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | think
it is appropriate for the House to approve this
bill in the form that it comes before us today.

As | said at the time, | do not think addi-
tional federal legislation dealing with firearms
can prevent tragedies such as the killings at
Virginia Tech. However, the changes this bill
would make would improve the current federal
law and are worth making.

The bill will create incentives for states to
submit to the National Instant Background
Check System (NICS) legal records about in-
dividuals who are ineligible to obtain firearms.
This closes a loophole in the current back-
ground check system. In addition, and impor-
tantly, it will require states and federal agen-
cies to allow individuals to appeal their status
if they are currently considered ineligible to ac-
quire firearms. And it will bar agencies from
sharing mental health records that are irrele-
vant to the background check system.

The bill has been significantly revised since
its introduction. As it comes before the House,
it would prevent use of federal “adjudications”
based on medical diagnoses without a finding
of dangerousness or mental incapacity. To un-
derstand what this means, consider the fact
that the NICS currently accepts Veterans’ Ad-
ministration decisions that a veteran or other
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